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Faculty Convocation Week celebrates the
achievements of FIU educators.
The individuals highlighted here have
earned recognition for their impactful
teaching, outstanding research and
exemplary service. They will be honored
at a dinner and awards ceremony on
Thursday, October 12 in the GC Ballrooms.
President’s Council
Worlds Ahead Faculty Winner
Allan Rosenbaum
Professor
Public Administration
Steven J. Green School of
International & Public Affairs
Rosenbaum is the Director of the Institute
for Public Management and Community Service.
He has worked at various levels of government and on
numerous international projects for the United Nations,
USAID, the World Bank, and the Swedish International
Development Agency. He is a past President of the
American Society for Public Administration and of the
International Association of Schools and Institutes
of Administration. He currently serves as Vice Chair
of the United Nations Committee of Experts on
Public Administration.

Excellence in Teaching
Tovah Bender
Instructor
History
Steven J. Green School of
International & Public Affairs
Bender’s teaching extends to all
areas Europe and the Mediterranean world in the
premodern period. Since starting at FIU in 2012,
she has been dedicated to teaching and improving
the undergraduate program in history. She has
developed and improved upon the department’s
core and upper-level curriculum, extra-curricular
academic support for all students taking history
class, and community-building social activities
for all students interested in history. In addition,
she teaches between 150 and 300 students per
semester and consistently earns strong student
reviews, especially for her passion and accessibility.
Phillip M. Carter
Associate Professor
English
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Carter is a sociolinguist and scholar
of language in immigrant communities
in the U.S. focusing on issues related to language
contact, bilingualism, identity, education, and
politics. He has spoken on these topics at NYU,
Emory, UCLA, Duke and others, and his work
has been published in leading journals, including
Language in Society and in Latino Studies. He is
co-author of Languages in the World: How History,
Culture, and Politics Shape Language (2016). Carter
has appeared on Telemundo, Univisión, CNNEE, and
other local, national, and international venues.

17145_PRO_BeaconAdFacConvoc_2017.indd 1

Alok Deoraj
Senior Instructor
Environmental and
Occupational Health
Robert Stempel College of
Public Health & Social Work
Deoraj is the graduate program director
and Chair of the Graduate Council. He brings
more than 20 years of academic research and
management experience to the classroom. His
research is in the area of gene and environment
interactions that affect pathways leading to cancer
and chronic diseases. Deoraj has published more
than 60 articles and abstracts in proceedings,
journals, magazines and books. He is an academic
editor of the PLoS One journal that publishes
peer-reviewed articles in the area of science
and medicine.
Miranda Kitterlin
Associate Professor
Chaplin School of Hospitality &
Tourism Management
Kitterlin specializes in organizational
behavior and human resources within
the hospitality industry. She is a Coca Cola Endowed
Professor, and has published 43 peer reviewed
articles, 56 conference proceedings, and multiple
trade/industry publications. She has also edited a
textbook in her area of specialty, and given a number
of media interviews. Kitterlin currently serves as
the Vice President for the SECSA Federation of
the International Council on Hotel, Restaurant and
Institutional Education.
Joerg Reinhold
Professor
Physics
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Reinhold’s research in experimental
nuclear physics focusses on the aspects
of quark-gluon degrees of freedom on nuclear
structure and interactions. At FIU, his efforts at
reforming a large enrollment physics class for
pre-health science majors has been supported by
FIU’s HHMI Faculty Scholar Program through a grant
from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. He also
has been instrumental in developing new course
offering in nuclear sciences, an effort that was
supported by a grant he received from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.
Maria V. Alvarez Tsalikis
Senior Instructor
Teaching and Learning
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Alvarez Tsalikis has over twenty years
of experience as an educator serving
children, adults, and the community. She began her
career with Miami-Dade Public Schools teaching
a wide variety of student populations including
children with special needs. Her areas of expertise
and interests include literacy education, curriculum
and program development, accreditation, and
directing the teaching academy program at Ronald
Reagan High School. She currently teaches graduate
and undergraduate courses and serves as the
Elementary Education Program Director.

Excellence in Gateway Teaching
Rachel A. Ritchie
Instructor
Psychology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Ritchie was recognized by the College
of Arts, Sciences, and Education for her
innovative teaching methods. Several of Ritchie’s
online classes are Quality Matters certified and
award winning. Ritchie has also served as a Fellow
for Center for Advancement of Teaching. Her
educational research interests include online and
hybrid teaching and learning, the use of learning
assistants, and active learning in the classroom.

Excellence in Adjunct Teaching
Lukas K. Danner
Adjunct Lecturer
Politics and International Relations
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Danner has taught over 600 students
as an Adjunct Lecturer since Spring
2014 -using an innovative, modern, studentcentered approach to facilitation of learning
in the classroom. Several of his courses have earned
the “Affordability Counts” medallion for instructor
efforts to keep students’ textbook cost low.
Additionally, Danner has developed two courses to
be taught online for the first time at FIU. He earned
a Ph.D. in International Relations from FIU in 2016
and his dissertation is to be published as a
monograph in 2018.
Frank A. Scafidi
Adjunct Lecturer
Leadership and Professional Studies
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Scafidi has worked in the field of
psychology for almost 30 years and
been an adjunct at FIU since 2010. He received
his Master’s degree in Applied Developmental
Psychology and his doctoral degree in Child/
Adolescent Clinical Psychology from the University
of Miami. Scafidi has been the Primary Investigator
on numerous NIMH, NIDA, CDC, SAMHSA, and NIH
studies and served as the Chairperson for the Center
for Substance Abuse Adolescent Cluster Group. He
is widely published in the field of child development.

Excellence in Service
Krishnaswamy Jayachandran
Professor
Earth and Environment
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Jayachandran co-lead the creation
of a new major in agri-science created more than
dozen of the courses. This program has attracted
over $10 million in funding from the USDA sparking
new research initiatives, and has launched students
on new career paths. He works closely with
high schools, conducts workshops, and hosts
international students. He is involved with the MiamiDade Science and Engineering Fair, Future Farmers
of America, and Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens.
Jayachandran works closely with military veterans
and socially disadvantaged farmers in south Florida.

Excellence in Research & Creative Activities
Bruce R. McCord
Professor
Chemistry
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
McCord researches novel applications
in forensic analytical chemistry, including
methods for explosives residue and drug analysis,
genomics and microfluidic/nanoscale sensing.
While at the FBI Laboratory, McCord conducted
fundamental studies on the application of capillary
electrophoresis in DNA typing. This procedure is now
used in laboratories throughout the world to address
sexual assault and violent crime. He has produced
over 100 publications, 12 book chapters and
achieved 5.7 million in research funding. In 2008,
he received the Paul Kirk Award of the AAFS for his
contributions to Forensic Science.
Nezih Pala
Associate Professor
Electrical and Computer Engineering
College of Engineering & Computing
Pala’s research interests include
nanoscale materials, devices and
systems for biochemical sensing and imaging,
renewable energy harvesting and high-speed
wireless communication. His group recently
developed the world’s most sensitive cortisol
sensors which could help real time stress monitoring.
His research has been supported by NSF, US
Army, NIH, Department of Energy, Environmental
Protection Agency, Florida Power & Light Company
and internationally by Qatar National Research Fund.
He is a recipient of the NSF CAREER award.
He has authored/coauthored more than 150
articles published.
Jeremy Pettit
Professor
Psychology
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Pettit conducts research on anxiety,
depression, and suicidal behaviors in
children and adolescents. He has authored two
books and more than 125 peer-reviewed articles and
chapters on these topics, and has been awarded
more than $5 million from the National Institute
of Mental Health to study these topics. He is the
recipient of multiple awards and honors, including
the Edwin Shneidman Award for outstanding
contributions to research on suicide.
Sharan Ramaswamy
Associate Professor
Biomedical Engineering
College of Engineering & Computing
Ramaswamy’s research is supported
by the AHA and NSF and focuses on
the treatment of critical cardiovascular diseases.
He is a fellow of the American Heart Association.
He has published over 50 publications including
in high-impact journals such as: Biomaterials,
Journal of the American College of Cardiology,
Acta Biomaterialia and Nature. He was an 2013
FIU Top Scholar and won the faculty award for
excellence in advising/mentorship last year.
This year he was recognized by the Government
of India for his scientific accomplishments with the
prestigious Hind-Rattan award.

Barry P. Rosen
Distinguished University Professor
Cellular Biology and Pharmacology
Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine
Rosen investigates mechanisms
of transport and detoxification of
arsenic. He identified most of known pathways
of arsenic detoxification. He made the seminal
discovery that most organisms take up arsenic
using aquaglyceroporins. He has more than 330
publications and two NIH grants. He has many
awards, including a prestigious NIH MERIT Award,
and is a fellow of both the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and the American
Society for Microbiology. He was elected President
of the Association of Medical and Graduate
Departments of Biochemistry.
Ping Zhu
Associate Professor
Earth and Environment
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
Zhu is a meteorologist and has been the
lead PI on research projects funded by
NSF, NOAA, and DOE including his NSF CAREER
award, focusing on understanding hurricane
boundary layer structure, hurricane dynamics and
intensification, and cloud-climate feedback. With the
external funding, he supported 9 graduate students,
4 postdocs, and 1 visiting scholar. He has published
31 peer-reviewed papers in world’s leading journals
in atmospheric sciences since he joined FIU faculty
in 2006 in which 14 were published in the last
three years.

Excellence in Engagement
Cheryl L. Holder
Associate Professor
Humanities, Health and Society
Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine
Holder is board certified in Internal
Medicine and has dedicated her career
to serving underserved populations. Her focus
is on teaching the impact of social determinants
of health, especially education successes, on
health outcomes, addressing diversity in health
professions through pipeline programs and HIV
prevention. Holder is a Fellow of the American
College of Physicians and the director of Green
Family Foundation NeighborhoodHELP Education
and Pipeline Program. She has received numerous
awards including the Cal Kovens Distinguished
Community Service Medallion in 2016.

Excellence in Librarianship
Zhauhui Jennifer Fu
Librarian
Geographic Information Systems
Libraries

Excellence in Advising & Mentorship
Mohiaddin Mesbahi
Associate Professor
Politics and International Relations
Steven J. Green School of
International & Public Affairs
Mesbahi is the founding director of
Middle East Studies and Muslim World Studies.
A leading specialist in Middle East and Eurasian
Studies, he is the author of numerous works on
Soviet-Iranian Relations and the International
Relations of Central Asia and the former Soviet
Union, as well as on the study of foreign policy
and the role of culture and religion in world politics.
He is a frequent speaker in major international
conferences, organizations, think tanks and
universities and serves on the editorial boards of
several leading academic journals.
Osama Mohammed
Professor
Electrical Engineering
College of Engineering & Computing
Mohammed is the Director of the Energy
Systems Research Laboratory. He is
a world-renowned leader in electrical
energy systems, computations and intelligent
systems. He also has interest in computational
techniques and design optimization in electric drive
systems and other low frequency environments. He
has performed research projects for federal agencies
and has many active research projects. Mohammed
is a Fellow of IEEE and Fellow of the Applied
Computational Electromagnetic Society. Professor
Mohammed is the recipient of the prestigious
IEEE Power and Energy Society Cyril Veinott
electromechanical energy conversion award.
Kevin E. O’Shea
Professor
Chemistry
College of Arts, Sciences & Education
O’Shea’s current projects are focused
in the areas of the reactions of reactive
oxygen species (ROS) with organic compounds
of biological importance resulting in diseases and
disorders, and environmental applications of ROS
related to water purification. His research projects
have been funded from a variety of agencies,
including the National Science Foundation,
the National Institutes of Health, Petroleum
Research Fund, Dreyfus Foundation, and the US
Environmental Protection Agency. He has published
over 130 peer-reviewed publications and mentored
over 100 students, postdoctoral fellows and visiting
scientists in his research laboratory.

As the head of the Library Geographic
Information Systems Center and the Digital Collection
Center, Fu collaborates with faculty and researchers
from sciences, humanities, and digital media across
both campuses through numerous externally or
internally funded grants, projects, as well as teaching,
training and consultation. She is the Principal
Investigator and Co-PI of 35 federal, state, and locally
funded projects, as well as four FIU Tech Fee grants to
strengthen digital technology capacity in FIU libraries.
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